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1 September 2026
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents

With Week 8 here, we now have only two full weeks after this one to the end of term. Can | say,
there will be a few changes to the normal arrangements. Firstly, this Friday (September 4) is a
Student Free Day and the school is closed. There will be no assembly this week. Last week, | was
told that Jabiru will be open, but yesterday they informed me that they would not be. | apologise for
this inconvenience to many working parents, but it is a decision made independently of the school.
Secondly, two of our admin team are taking long service leave and will be absent for the last two
weeks of this term. Mr Tavelardis is off and will be replaced by our Head of Inclusion, Mrs Rodgers.
One of our staff teachers, Mrs Thomas, will takeover the head of Inclusion role until the end of term.
Mrs Innes, our Head of Curriculum is also on leave and will not be replaced.

Beginner Blitz Workshop

Today, nine of our first-year instrumental music students are off to the Beginner Blitz workshop to
have an intensive day of learning and performing on their instruments. Every year we do this and
every year the students say it was a great experience. So, congratulations to Rayan, George,
Chanelle, Francis, Eadie, Emily, Savannah, Freddie and Isla, | expect they’ll have a wonderful day.

Parent teacher Interviews

The online booking for our parent interviews opened yesterday and already we have had many
parents book their spots. Each teacher blocks out specific times before and after school across the
week leading up to our big afternoon on Tuesday of Week 10 — September 15 from 3pm -5pm.
Please take the time to organise an interview, as it is a very beneficial experience for all parties
involved.

Bounce Back

As part of our commitment to developing students' social and emotional wellbeing, our classes will
be exploring the topic of Being a Good Listener this week through the Bounce Back! program.
Listening is much more than simply hearing words. It is an important social skill that helps children
build positive relationships, solve problems, work cooperatively and show respect for others. A key
learning intention of this Bounce Back! unit is to help students understand that effective listening
strengthens friendships, improves communication and helps everyone feel valued and understood.
Throughout the week, students will explore the behaviours of a good listener. They will learn that
listening involves giving the speaker their full attention, maintaining appropriate eye contact, waiting
for their turn to speak, thinking about what is being said and responding in a respectful and
thoughtful way. Students will also discuss how body language, facial expressions and tone of voice
can communicate that we are genuinely interested in what another person is saying.

An important focus of this learning is developing empathy. Students will consider how it feels when
someone listens carefully to them and, equally, how it feels when they are interrupted, ignored or
distracted. By recognising the feelings of others, students are encouraged to make choices that build
positive relationships and create a classroom where everyone feels respected, included and safe to
share their ideas.

Students will also practise active listening in a variety of classroom activities, learning that
misunderstandings are less likely to occur when we listen carefully before responding. They will be
encouraged to pause, think about what they have heard, ask questions for clarification when needed
and avoid making assumptions. These are important resilience skills that help children manage
everyday social situations with confidence and respect.

Families can support this learning at home by:

* Modelling positive listening at home by setting aside distractions during conversations, allowing
children to finish speaking before responding and asking questions that show genuine interest.

» Encouraging children to listen carefully to the perspectives of others

» Encouraging patience and empathy when listening to others, especially during times of conflict.

» Work together to develop problem-solving skills when dealing with disagreements.

Mark Fisher
Principal



FROM THE OFFICE
ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL
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If your child is absent from school due to ill health or other reasons, please phone the Absence
Line on 3632 9866, or alternatively, send an email to admin@taigumss.eq.edu.au or a note to
your child’s class teacher.

For auditing purposes all student absences must be explained.

PERSONAL DETAILS UPDATE

If you have recently changed your address, contact phone number or emergency contacts,
please complete a form at the office to update your details.

FROM THE LIBRARY

“The secret of getting ahead is getting started.”
Mark Twain

UNIFORM SHOP

The Uniform Shop is open Mondays and Fridays between 8:00am — 8:45am.

Families can now purchase uniforms via the QKR app (the same app used for ordering
tuckshop). Orders can be collected from the school office during school hours by parents/carers
or by your child.

If you have any enquiries about uniforms, please email the uniform shop directly on
uniforms@taigumss.eq.edu.au

FROM THE TUCKSHOP
Tuckshop operates on TUESDAY - FRIDAY
NO TUCKSHOP FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER

QKR - Tuckshop Ordering System

QKR is a secure and easy way to order and pay for lunches from your phone at a time and
place that suits you.

Step 1: Download Qkr!

Step 2: Register

Step 3: Find our school (in Nearby Locations) Taigum State School
Step 4: Register your children.


mailto:admin@taigumss.eq.edu.au

DATES TO REMEMBER
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SEPTEMBER 2026
2 Breakfast Club
2nd Science Fair (Hall) 1:10pm
ge Prep Orientation 9:30-10:45am (Parents stay)
4th STUDENT FREE DAY
9th P&C Meeting 6:30pm
gth Breakfast Club
11t Assembly
11t Year 6 Camp — Final payment due
15t Parent/Teacher interviews
16t Breakfast Club
16t Aspley Eagle Soccer Challenge
18th Assembly

18t Last day of Term 3 —
school resumes on Tuesday 6 October
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WEEK ACTIVITY
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9-1AM
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« Craft activity option
« Current players - bring a friend!
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ALL STARS BASEBALL CLUB
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REGISTER ALL STARS

SHARKS VOLLEYBALL — HOLIDAY CAMP

JOIN AUSTRALIA'S LARGEST VOLLEYBALL CLINIC!

SHARKS
CAMP

SPRING VOLLEYBALL CAMP

29™ SEP - 2"° OCT 2026

+ 4days of coaching Locations
« Alllevels welcome Sunshine Coast
« Grades 4to12 : _¥ North Brisbane
* Unique camp shirt ; : South Brisbane
« Water bottle . T Logan

: : Gold Coast

REGISTER
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LEARN SKILLS » BUILD CONFIDENCE « MAKE FRIENDS
sharksvolleybdll.com:




AGKK KARATE

TRADITIONAL KARATE

BUILDING

FOCUS

RESILIENCE

CONFIDENCE FREE TRIAL
SELF DEFENCE LIMITED SPACES

SECURE TODAY

STRONG MIND & BODY & "Ny, 0409 474 494
ALL AGES - ALL LEVELS WELCOME

GOJU RYU KARATE = 0409 474 494 www.agkk.com.au

SAVER PLUS
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Do you have a
health care card?
You could be eligible

for Saver Plus.

For every dollar you save, you'll get a dollar from ANZ
to spend on educational costs, up to $500.

To join, you need to meet all of these requirements:

Be 18 years or older
Have a current Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card

Be in receipt of an eligible Commonwealth social security benefit,
allowance or payment

Have a child in school, starting school next year, or be studying yourself
Get a regular income (can be you or your partner)

Agree to join in free online financial education workshops

A
saverplus.org.au :
saverplus 1300 610 355 [CL




