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18 February 2025
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents

We are into Week 4 and we continue to power along. Once more | can say, we had a quiet
week with all our students working really well in their classrooms. Our new tuckshop has now
been in action for a week and it too, is going well. In two weeks’ time, the work on the ECDU wiill
come to an end and the last of the fences will come down. After approximately three months,
we will have no work taking place and every building will be available to use by our students. It's
been a long time coming.

Bounce Back - Fairness

Our school Bounce Back focus for this week is fairness. In a world that is constantly changing,
fairness stands as a core principle that shapes how we grow, rebuild, and support one another.
Fairness is a core value that helps children develop respect, empathy, and a sense of justice. In
the Bounce Back program, fairness is explored through engaging activities that encourage
students to reflect on their actions and consider the perspectives of others. Together, we will be
discussing that being fair means we are honest, we follow the rules, we return favours and
kindness and we help others to get a fair deal. We also discuss helping others to be included in
groups and games and that everyone in our community needs to be treated fairly. Here are
some ideas of ways to teach and discuss fairness at home:

@ Storytelling & Discussions — Reading stories that highlight fairness and discussing
characters' choices to help children understand the impact of fairness and unfairness in
everyday situations.

@ Role-Playing Scenarios — Acting out different situations, such as sharing resources or
resolving conflicts. This allows students to experience fairness in action and learn strategies for
equitable decision-making.

@ Encouraging Perspective-Taking — Discuss and role play scenarios that require children to
step into someone else’s shoes that fosters empathy and a deeper understanding of fairness in
diverse situations.

By embedding these strategies in the classroom and beyond, we empower students to make
fair and ethical choices in their daily lives. Let’'s work together to create a learning environment
where fairness is valued and practiced every day!

Bramble Bay Swimming Carnival

Our ten Taigum SS swimmers represented us well last week at the BB carnival, all swimming
close to their personal bests. Congratulations to our First nations Captain Jorgia who swam
very well and has been chosen in the Bramble Bay team to complete at the Met North Regional
Championships.

Farewell Mrs Tunny

After over 40 years in the Education Department and 30 years here at Taigum State School,
Mrs Lynne Tunny is calling it a day. | haven’t said much about it because Mrs Tunny doesn’t
want a fuss to be made, but it would be remiss of me if | didn’t take this opportunity in her last
week with us. In her time here, she has been a classroom teacher, a German teacher and, of
course, a Deputy Principal. In all of her roles, she has always given her all to the students, to
the staff and to the parents. She is one of the main reasons that this school is a good as it is
today. It hasn’t always been plain sailing, we have had some tough times, but her work ethic,
her determination and her persistence have always served her well. She goes out on a high
note and | personally will miss her greatly. | couldn’t wish for a better DP, colleague and friend.

Mark Fisher
Principal



D LUACIhLS OF the Week

Prep BW - Carter for setting a wonderful example of whole body listening
Prep H - Phillip for being a great listener and role model for Prep H
- Leilani for being a ‘Prep Perfect’ Prep R student
- Samantha for giving and following clear directions for an obstacle course
- Olivia for her effort and persistence when exploring place value with two-digit numbers
- Armaan for his impressive spelling skills
- Cruz for reciting all the planets in order from the Sun. Our up and coming astronomer!
- Katisha for not being afraid to have a go in our lessons about time
- Thomas for doing a great job in his reading group
- Rayan for always being ready and completing tasks in a timely manner
- Elly for a fantastic job using line and patterning to create her artwork
- Tanvir for being a kind, responsible and hard-working student
- Sitara for an unmatched work ethic. Bump it up!
- Skylah for great efforts in English writing a film review
- Harleen for always being willing to put up her hand and have a go
- Lochlan for working cooperatively and showing fairness towards others in the Bounce Back
program
Year 5W - Miles for making a determined effort to complete writing activities
Year 6C - Haylee for a dedicated approach to Maths. Keep up the great work!
Year 6G - Shantelle for always willingly and happily answering questions during lessons
Year 6M - Faith for good attendance and improved focus. Rock on!
LOTE - Breah for a wunderbar effort in LOTE

FROM THE OFFICE

TAIGUM TALKS

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

You are invited to attend our first ‘Taigum Talks’. Come along to meet some parents and chat,
and get to know some of the staff who support and work with students across the school.

Where: Taigum State School Hall
When: 9am to 10am
Date: Tuesday 4th March

Staff to Meet: Sharon Rodgers (HOD: Inclusion),
Natalie Samal (Speech Pathologist),

Chanel Valkenburg (Guidance Officer),

Brad Tavelardis (Deputy Principal),

Mark Fisher (Principal)

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL
\l/

If your child is absent from school due to ill health or other reasons, please phone the Absence
Line on 3632 9866, or alternatively, send an email to admin@taigumss.eqg.edu.au or a note to
your child’s class teacher.

For auditing purposes all student absences must be explained.
PERSONAL DETAILS UPDATE

If you have recently changed your address, contact phone number or emergency contacts,
please complete a form at the office to update your detalils.



mailto:admin@taigumss.eq.edu.au

SOCIAL MEDIA BAN

In recognition that social media is having a negative impact on young people’s safety, mental
and physical health and on anxiety, the Australian Parliament passed The Online Safety
Amendment (Social Media Minimum Age) Act 2024 (Cth). This is an Australian act of parliament
that aims to restrict the use of social media by minors under the age of 16.

This Act bans access to social media platforms such as Snapchat, TikTok, Facebook,
Instagram, Reddit, Twitter and WhatsApp to any minor who is under 16 years of age.

We urge parents to safeguard their children from the effects online harm by ensuring that, until
they are 16, children should not access social media sites.

As per our Responsible Behaviour Plan, cyberbullying is serious and may result in immediate
suspension.

MEET OUR SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST

19t &) Hi, 'm Natalie Samal, the Speech-Language Pathologist at Taigum State School.
When I'm Here: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays
What | Do

Help children understand and use language (e.g., following instructions, telling stories,
building vocabulary)

£ Support clear speech (e.g., saying sounds correctly, improving speech clarity)

&8 Work with teachers to support learning in the classroom (e.g., making lessons easier to
understand)

2~ Help students put their ideas into words (e.g., forming sentences, explaining thoughts)

& Work with the school’s support team to help students succeed (e.g., collaborating with
teachers and learning support staff)

Why Communication Matters

Helps children learn and understand new ideas
Builds friendships and confidence

Supports success at school, home, and in the future
Concerned About Your Child’s Speech or Language?

s Talk to their teacher — They can discuss your concerns with me and find the best way to
help.

UNIFORM SHOP

2025 UNIFORM SHOP TIMES

The uniform shop will be open Monday to Thursday between 8:00 - 8:45am only.

WINTER JACKETS

Winter jackets will be ordered soon. Please advise the uniform shop or email
admin@taigmss.eq.edu.au if your child requires a size larger than an adult small.
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN

At The Salvation Army, Taigum we are running a program call, Kids in the Kitchen on Tuesday
afternoons, 3:30 — 5pm (starting March 4th). Kids in the Kitchen is a 10-week program designed
to introduce school-aged children (in grades 4-6) to cooking through hands-on demonstrations
and making them feel comfortable in the kitchen while developing valuable life skills. Because
it's at the church there will be talk about God, Jesus and the Bible. For more info and to register
visit: https://salvos.ucareapp.com/forms/282/embed

Get in quick as there are limited places available. It costs $5 per session.

Have a good one!
Steve Unicomb

FROM THE TUCKSHOP
Tuckshop operates on TUESDAY, THURSDAY and FRIDAY
Tuckshop will open on Fridays. This will be an ONLINE ONLY special meal deal.

Friday 21 February — Mac & Cheese $6.50

QKR - Tuckshop Ordering System

QKR is a secure and easy way to order and pay for lunches from your phone at a time and
place that suits you.

Step 1: Download Qkr!

Step 2: Register

Step 3: Find our school (in Nearby Locations) Taigum State School
Step 4: Register your children.

DATES TO REMEMBER

=

FEBRUARY / MARCH 2025

FEB
18t Prep Vision Screening
19t Prep Vision Screening
21st Assembly — 8:45am
27th NAPLAN Practise tests (Years 3 & 5)
28h Assembly
28h Senior Swimming Carnival
MAR
4th Aspley SHS Arts Excellence Day
(Year 6 students)
7 Assembly
10" P&C AGM — 6:00pm
10t P&C General Meeting — 6:30pm




FROM THE LIBRARY

“It's always better to have too much to read than not enough.”
Ann Patchett

COMMUNITY NOTICES

AGKK TRADITIONAL KARATE

TRADITIONAL KARATE

BUILDING

FOCUS

" RESILIENCE
CONFIDENCE _ FREE TRIAL
SELF DEFENCE LIMITED SPACES

SECURE TODAY

STRONG MIND & BODY " 5. 0409 474 494
ALL AGES - ALL LEVELS WELCOME

GOJU RYU KARATE & 0409 474 494 www.agkk.com.au

SAVER PLUS

Do you have a
health care card?
You could be eligible
for Saver Plus.

For every dollar you save, you'll get a dollar from ANZ
to spend on educational costs, up to $500.
To join, you need to meet all of these requsrements:

saveﬂls

1300610355 saverplus.argou




FREE JUDO SUNDAYS at ZILLMERE PCYC

JUDO HER WAY is an initiative to promote more female activity and participation. Judo
Queensland has secured a grant for this to eventuate. Our KRJJ Judo Club has been selected
to be a pilot club for this initiative. Girls between 7 to 17yrs of age are invited to attend for
FREE.

The dates are on Sundays - 23rd February, 2nd March, 9th March, 16th March between
2.30pm and 3.30pm and will be held at Zillmere PCYC. The lessons planned are
introductory and fun based. Your child/ren are more than welcome to come along FREE and
join in with their friends and would be considered to be an asset to show the new ones what can
be done and what fun we have in classes.

Please email contact@kyushinryujujitsu.com with names for this program, and if your children
will be participating as well. Just normal clothes can be worn, if you have a gi, wear it. We
don't have much time, so please see what you can do.

DIVAS IN DEFENSE is a FREE six-week self-defense course for women from all different
walks of life. It is for empowering women to be aware, safe, strong and resilient. It includes the
legal obligations and has both theory and practical components. The aim is to make women
feel confident that they could handle any unsafe situation they may find themselves in. We
have conducted these courses since 2016 until COVID struck and have a grant to hold one this
year. So, whether it be because of domestic violence, for general safety reasons, or just
interest, come and join us. Comfortable clothes, no dresses please.

Cost is FREE! The dates are: Sundays - 16th February, 23rd February, 2nd March, 9th
March, 16th March, 23rd March between 4pm and 5pm and will be held at Zillmere
PCYC. Itis not taxing on the body. We will also show you how to fall safely, if needed. No big
throws or unsafe procedures. Simple self-defense.

Please email your name and email address/es to contact@kyushinryujujitsu.com if you would
like to join our course. We will send out a registration form so you are covered by insurance
(but you won't need it!) Looking forward to seeing you there.
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KYUSHIN RYU SCHOOL OF JUITSU
IN CONJUNCTION WITH
THE QUEENSLAND STATE GOVERNMENT
FREE SIX WEEK WOMEN'S SELF DEFENCE COURSE
CLASSES TO BE HELD AT ZILLMERE PCYC ON THE FOLLOWING DATES:

SUNDAY 16™ FEBRUARY, 23"" FEBRUARY, 2*" MARCH, 9™ MARCH, 16™
MARCH AND 23%° MARCH, 2025. TIME IS4 -5PM. COST: FREE

14+YRAS FEMALES - MUMS, WIVES, SISTERS, FRIENDS, STUDENTS
CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION WILL BE PRESENTED ON FINAL DAY
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE RING: 0414183006
REGISTER BY EMAIL: contact@kyushinryujujitsu.com
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