
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents 
 
One of the pleasures of holidays for me is I get the 
time to do some reading. Apart from the daily 
newspaper to keep abreast of what’s happening, I 
try to read a couple of novels, a couple of non-
fiction books and the odd magazine or internet 
article. Sometimes I plan exactly what I will be 
reading and other times just grab items on a whim. 
Last holidays, whilst browsing online, I found a 
couple of items that I thought would be interesting 
to our parent group. The first article was about how 
to praise children.  A team of researchers, working 
out of Harvard University in the US, studied a 
group of 400 students to see how the best way 
was to praise them for doing academic tasks. They 
divided the children into two groups, one of which 
was praised for how smart they were in doing a 
particular task and the other for how much effort 
they put into their work. The results were very clear 
cut. When they did a follow up task, the group 
praised as smart, did far worse than the group 
praised for effort. The researchers concluded that 
calling students smart was good for their self 
esteem but not so good for their work ethic or their 
perseverance. However, praising children for their 
effort encouraged them to try hard more often 
which regularly lead to a successful outcome. So if 
you have the choice, praise on the basis of how 
much they tried rather than how smart they may 
( or may not) be.  
The second article was a long piece in the 
Australian Newspaper about the efforts to reduce 
truancy rates in indigenous community schools in 
far north Queensland by linking welfare payments 
to school attendance. It was found that some 
schools attendance rates nearly doubled. So 
successful was this programme that the 
Queensland Government is running another trial in 
Logan and one or two other districts with all 
families, not just those of an indigenous 
background. Interestingly, only three days of 
unexplained absence triggered a ‘show cause’ 
notice for the offending family. There is a great 
deal of discussion at present, about this system 
becoming the norm State-wide as our whole 
Queensland community understands that formal 
education can only occur if a student attends a 
school. Whilst I believe that parents voluntarily 
ensuring students come to school is the best way 
to go, it seems that in future, that decision may be 
taken out of their hands if they aren’t responsible 
enough to do it themselves. 
 
Our ‘Adopt-A-Cop’, Leah Carson, is always active 
trying to help the school in any matter relating to 
police or the law. This week she sent me through 
some changes to the traffic act that may affect our 
students. The main section is listed below. Please 

pass this on to your child so they are aware of the 
new rules. I have spoken about them on parade.  
 
Wheeled recreational devices (WRD) 
New restrictions apply if you are riding a WRD, 
such as a foot scooter (including a motorised foot 
scooter), skateboard or rollerblades 
You cannot ride: 

·  on a main road (a road with a white 
dividing line or median strip) 

·  on a road with a speed limit over 50km/h 
·  on a road at night but you may cross a 

road while riding your WRD by the shortest 
route (if you need to ride at night, you can 
ride your WRD on a footpath) 

·  where there is a sign prohibiting the use of 
WRD. 

If you ride a wheeled recreational device when and 
where you are not permitted then you risk being 
fined $40. 
 
Don’t forget our Free Dress Day and hot breakfast 
tomorrow – Thursday – at 8am at the tuckshop 

 
Mark Fisher 
Principal 
 
Queensland State School Holidays 
Parents and carers are reminded that all State 
schools will re-open for students on Wednesday 27 
January, following the Australia Day public holiday 
on Tuesday 26 January. 
For student attendance, the 2010 term and holiday 
dates are: 

·  Term 1 commences Wednesday 
27 January and ends Thursday 1 April  

·  Term 2 commences Tuesday 13 April and 
ends Friday 25 June  

·  Term 3 commences Tuesday 13 July and 
ends Friday 17 September  

·  Term 4 commences Monday 4 October 
and ends Friday 10 December* 

 
* Year 12 state school students will finish school on 
Friday 19 November, while Year 10 and 11 
students complete their year on Friday 26 
November.  
 
State school teachers will have professional 
development opportunities on the following 
student-free days: Friday 22 January, Monday 25 
January, Monday 12 April, Monday 12 July, and 
Monday 18 October. 
 
The 2010 Queensland State school calendar is 
now available at:  
www.education.qld.gov.au/projects/educationviews 
 

Birth certificates for children starting Prep Year 
Parents of children born between 1 July 2004 and 
30 June 2005 who are starting Prep in 2010 will 
need a birth certificate to enrol them in the Prep 
Year. The Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages 
is encouraging parents to apply for birth certificates 
now to avoid the new school year rush.  
To apply for a standard or commemorative birth 
certificate you can: 

·  download an application form from 
www.justice.qld.gov.au/bdm  

·  visit the registry at 110 George Street, 
Brisbane or your nearest courthouse. 

Don’t leave it to the last minute – apply for a birth 
certificate now. Further information for parents and 
carers wanting to enrol their Prep-aged children in 
a state school in Queensland is available on the 
Department of Education and Training website at: 
www.education.qld.gov.au/studentservices/inclusiv
e/prep/  
 

P & C NEWS 
HOT BREAKFAST &  
FREE DRESS DAY 
TOMORROW 
 
Thursday 15th October 
 
Commencing at 8:00am 
 
$2 per person 

 
Proceeds are being donated to the Samoan 
Tsunami appeal. 
 

FROM THE LIBRARY  
Book Club Issue  7 brochures were distributed last 
Friday. Orders, together with payment, are due 
back by 23 November. Payment may be made by 
cash, cheque or credit card. If paying by cheque, 
please make cheques payable to Taigum State 
School. If paying by credit card, details on how to 
do this are on the back of the brochure. Orders are 
usually delivered back to the school within one to 
two weeks.  
Thank you for your continued support of Book Club. 
Through the commission we receive from 
Scholastic, we are able to purchase extra 
resources for the Library. 
 
Christmas Book Fair  – Our annual Christmas 
Book Fair will commence in four weeks. The fair 
will begin on Thursday 12 November at lunchtime 
and conclude on Thursday 19 November at 9am. 
We will be running competitions with prizes in the 
form of book vouchers which can be spent at the 
Book Fair. More information will be included in the 
Newsletter next week.  
 

Overdue Library Books  – Thank you to all those 
students who have returned their overdue books. 
As there are only seven weeks of Library left this 
year, it would be a great help if all overdue books  
could be returned to the Library as soon as 
possible.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Theresa McArdle 
Librarian 
 

FROM THE CHAPLAIN 

 
For year 7's  – I am helping run an event on Friday 
night 23 October. The event is called 'Connect' and 
is being run by local church youth groups at 
Bracken Ridge State High School. It's going to be 
awesome fun with bands, jumping castles, Xboxes, 
fairy floss and heaps more. It's from 6pm till 
9:30pm and costs $5. It's for young people in years 
7-12 and is completely drug, alcohol and smoke 
free. 
 
Steve Unicomb 
 

 

 


